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Nuclear safety leader joins COG’s management team  

 
Carlos Lorencez will oversee COG’s Nuclear Safety and Environmental Affairs, 

including the SMR development program 
  
TORONTO – CANDU Owners Group (COG) is pleased to welcome a well-respected industry 
leader in nuclear safety, who also brings a wealth of experience on many key industry files, as 
its next director of Nuclear Safety and Environmental Affairs (NSEA). 
  
Carlos Lorencez, currently OPG’s Director, Nuclear Safety Division, will assume the NSEA 
leadership role, Oct. 26. He joins COG’s management team as it works with industry to achieve 
excellence in CANDU performance and to create a strong role for nuclear in a clean energy 
future. This includes forwarding an industry innovation agenda of CANDU plant modernization 
and development of new technologies, such as small modular reactors (SMRs) and hydrogen 
from nuclear.  
 
Lorencez has more than 30 years experience in the nuclear industry and has spent the last two 
decades at Ontario Power Generation. Lorencez is already a familiar face at COG, having 
served as chair of COG’s Nuclear Safety Peer Group and Industry Standard Toolset Steering 
Committees. 
 
He is also well-known across the Canadian and international nuclear industries. Lorencez has 
interfaced with the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission and has represented COG members 
in nuclear safety standards development at the International Atomic Energy Agency. 
 
Lorencez has been focused on nuclear safety in many of his previous positions. This has 
included a focus on the safe operation of 10 reactor units and support for their associated areas 
of waste management, emergency preparedness and regulatory affairs. In the past few years, 
he has also focused on the nuclear safety of isotope production, SMRs and decommissioning. 
 
His previous roles have included serving as a nuclear safety analyst with Pickering B’s reactor 
safety department and as a system engineer for the Emergency Coolant Injection System 
(ECIS) and Heat Transport System (HTS). In 2006, Lorencez became manager, nuclear safety 
projects section, and in 2009, manager of Pickering A’s reactor safety engineering department, 
where he participated in the amalgamation of Pickering A and B, into Pickering Nuclear. 
 
Lorencez holds a master’s degree in nuclear engineering from Mexico’s Instituto Politécnico 
Nacional and a doctorate in chemical engineering from the University of Toronto. 
 
In addition to nuclear safety and environmental affairs, COG’s NSEA line of business has 
accountability for managing collaborative regulatory efforts amongst its members. It facilitates 
several COG leadership forums, including the Chief Nuclear Officer Forum (CNOF). Through 
NSEA, COG members work together in several disciplines including safety culture, human and 
organizational factors; decommissioning and waste management; and, emergency 
preparedness and response. As well, NSEA manages an SMR development program that 
includes a CEO forum and a 10-member SMR vendor participant program. The SMR effort 
involves close collaboration with COG utilities, government and other key industry  
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organizations, including the Canadian Nuclear Association, which leads the industry’s SMR 
secretariat.  
 
Lorencez takes over for Rachna Clavero who held the NSEA director role for the past five years. 
She leaves COG to take a leadership role at Kinectrics, one of COG’s valued supplier 
participants. 
  
Natalie Alderson will cover the NSEA director’s role until Lorencez begins later this month. 
Alderson was recently promoted to program manager in NSEA supporting COG’s SMR program 
and the Radioactive Waste Leadership Forum (RWLF). 
 
For more information contact:   
Dan Zaiontz 
COG Communications   
Dan.Zaiontz@CANDU.org  
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