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COG-IAEA expand Practical Arrangement  

 
CANDU Owners Group (COG) and International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
strengthen long-standing relationship by expanding scope of their existing partnership in 
knowledge management   
 
TORONTO – COG and the IAEA will work on new areas of high interest to the international 
nuclear community with enhancements to the Practical Arrangement (PA) they first signed in 
2019.  
 

The amended PA was signed at a virtual ceremony held this morning featuring COG President 
and CEO Stephanie Smith, the IAEA’s Director of Nuclear Installation Safety Greg 
Rzentkowski and the Director of the IAEA’s Nuclear Power Division, Dohee Hahn. NRCan 
Director General, Electricity Resources Branch, Marco Presutti also spoke at the event. COG’s 
Director Corporate Services and CFO John Moore served as event host while the IAEA and 
COG delegations included several other representatives.  
 
The PA amendments focus on expanded areas of collaboration between the two 
organizations in areas that have drawn keen interest from the nuclear sector in recent years.  
 
These areas include:    
 

• Decommissioning;  
• Radioactive waste management; and   
• Nuclear knowledge management.  
 

Decommissioning and radioactive waste management are highly-relevant to some COG 
members as long-serving reactors prepare for end of operation. As well, there is recognition 
internationally that innovative decommissioning strategies and strong, clear solutions for long-
term waste management will be crucial to the future of nuclear as an essential part of clean 
energy systems. 
  
Nuclear knowledge management is a strength for both COG and the IAEA, each serving as 
mechanisms for industry collaboration to achieve performance excellence in many facets of 
nuclear science, technology and operations. This agreement will further strengthen the 
capabilities of the two organizations.    
 
The amendments include commitments to exchange information on reactor safety and 
engineering, provide mutual technical support and share OPEX reports.     
 
The existing PA has enabled greater cooperation through a number of international 
nuclear forums and technical working groups in the areas of knowledge management, aging 
and asset management, training and pandemic response.  
 
For example, since the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic, COG and IAEA 
members have exchanged OPEX through the IAEA’s International Forum on Good Practices 
and Lessons Learned (Plant Operation and Engineering Support).   



 

CANDU OWNERS GROUP 

 

 

COG, the University Network of Excellence in Nuclear Engineering (UNENE) and Ontario Tech 
University have been collaborating with IAEA to host the first Nuclear Energy 
Management (NEM) School in Canada, once pandemic restrictions are lifted. The NEM focuses 
on supporting young professionals in the nuclear sector to strengthen their managerial and 
technical competencies.   
 

COG and IAEA also collaborate on a biannual technical committee meeting, next scheduled for 
September 2021 in Romania.  
 
The scope of the COG-IAEA PA includes integrated engineering support, management systems 
and human resource development related to nuclear facility design, regulation, procurement, 
construction, commissioning, operation, refurbishment, maintenance and decommissioning.   
 
The PA also highlights COG’s formalized relationship with the IAEA’s Nuclear Installation Safety 
division and its Nuclear Energy department.  
 
COG and the IAEA have a long history of collaboration that has brought value to the members 
of both organizations, and the nuclear industry, dating back to COG’s founding in 1984.  
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